
Wednesday Wins
Hi All,

I hope you have had some time to rest since the end of the fall semester. We have
been busy preparing for the upcoming year. Our Guild expanded our presence on
campus and in our community, ahead of our contract campaign. I wanted to give
you some of our highlights and the upcoming action:

We had three regional faculty power happy hours across the district, at
which we met our newest endorsed candidate for the Board of Trustees,
Darryn Harris. We had scores of faculty sharing space, fellowship, and good
food and drink, while also supporting local businesses.

We had the single-highest bargaining survey in history – more than 1,400
members filled out the 2026 bargaining survey!

We emerged from a Summer of Resistance in which students and faculty
alike participated in nonviolent civil disobedience and Know Your Rights
trainings to defend our faculty, students, and our community against
ICE. We now have our own Jenny Galvez conducting Know Your Rights
trainings and our student interns have been trained to do non-violence
workshops. 

I also wanted to report back from our executive board, where we committed to
opposing violence abroad and at home. Your executive board passed resolutions
that:

Condemned the Trump administration’s aggression toward Venezuela and
the further invasion of sovereign nations

Condemned the actions of, a thorough investigation, and demanded the
abolition of ICE, after the recent shooting of Renee Good and Keith Porter
by ICE agents (Alex Peretti's name was not included because the resolution
was passed before his death).

Supporting Doctors Without Borders and their work in the Sudan.

We are working hard to defend and protect our faculty and our contract. Our first
action for our upcoming contact campaign will be at next week's Board of
Trustees Meeting. We will be “sunshining” our contract (i.e., officially opening
articles for contract negotiations). With the uncertainty around the state budget
and federal government cuts, this will be a complex negotiation. But we are
prepared to fight to keep our gains in the contract and to strengthen it. We need to
show solidarity and show up for the next Board of Trustees Meeting
on Wednesday, February 4, 2026, 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm, for the presentation of
Articles to Sunshine. If you can attend, the meeting will be held at 770 Wilshire
Boulevard, Los Angeles. RSVP Here.  Please wear your Guild Blue shirts. You
can also attend online. We hope to see you there! Together, we will continue to
win these fights.  

In Unity,
A. James McKeever PhD
President, AFT 1521 Faculty Guild
CFT Vice President 
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