
Wednesday Wins
Hi All,

I have written you so many times, talking about the importance and
nobility of what we do. Today, I want to focus on the difficulty of our work.
We have accepted the difficult task of educating the most diverse and
challenged population in higher education. We get a broad range of
students from the well-prepared student who came to community college
to save money to the high school dropout who struggles with the basics of
English and math. Most of our students are low-income and work to
support themselves and their families. A large number of them are first-
generation college studentsand lean on us for counseling and mentorship.
The large majority of our students are people of color and many of them
are undocumented or the children of undocumented parents. I truly feel
blessed to be working with such a giving group of faculty who support such
deserving students.  

This has to be one of the most difficult and uncertain times to be a faculty
member. We started to face a demographic shift as we began to see the
effects of people having fewer children, navigated the pandemic, faced
constant state budget issues, fought a federal administration that is hostile
to higher education, faced attacks on DEI, our immigrant population, and
the LGBTQIA+ community, and so much more. Yet we have faced these
times courageously and unselfishly, unwavering in our commitment to
make the world a better place. The questions and concerns I hear most
from you are about our students, and this motivates me to be a better
teacher and union leader. I have never worked with a better group of
people who deserve a union that fights for them.  

I know that many of you have faced safety concerns not only for yourselves
but also for your students. We have linked documents from the District on
how to download the Evergreen App. The District is using this app: "To
ensure clear and accurate communication regarding critical safety matters,
the Los Angeles Community College District utilizes the Everbridge mass
notification system." Please download this app to continue protecting
yourself and your students. The link to further information is below. 

Last, and closest to my heart, I wish you all the happiest of
Thanksgivings. I am so thankful for my wonderful wife and kids, who have
been so willing to share me with the community and support the work we
do. I am also grateful to have you as colleagues and so many of you as
friends. I hope you get to spend time with loved ones and get some well
deserved rest. Thank you.  

                  
​In Unity,
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